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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, UR, SA, SO 

SUBJECT: SAUDI INSPECTION TEAM TO SOMALIA 

REE: JIDDA 3197 

1. WHILE US INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS AWARE OF NATURE AND MEANING OF 
SOVIET INSTALLATIONS IN SOMALIA, IT IS BY NO MEANS CERTAIN THAT 
MERE VISUAL INSPECTION OF BERBERA AREA BY SAUDI OR OTHER FOREIGN 
OBSERVERS WILL AUTOMATICALLY CONFIRM SOVIET BASE PRESENCE, AT 
LEAST ON SCALE IMPLIED BY SOME PRESS REPORTS. 

2. FROM QUESTIONS PUT TO US BY OUR ARAB DIPLOMATIC OLLEAGUES IN 
MOGADISCIO, WE RECOGNIZE DIFEICULTIES THEY HAVE IN THEIR ATTEMPTS 
TO CONCEPTUALIZE SOVIET BASE AT BERBERA. FROM THEIR QUESTIONS, 

WE ALSO KNOW THAT SOME DIPLOMATS HAVE GROSSLY DISTORTED IDEA 
OF EXTENT OF SOVIET EACILITIES AND THAT PRESS REPORTS HAVE 
CONJURED UP AN IMAGE WHICH IS DIFFICULT TO SUSTAIN ON SPOT. 

SOMALIA IS BARREN, EMPTY COUNTRY AND BERBERA IS TORRID BACKWATER 
PORT. RELEVANCE OE ANY MILITARY INSTALLATION IN BERBERA TENDS 

TO DIMINISH WHEN OBSERVERS CONFRONTED BY THESE OVERPOWERING 
PHYSICAL FACTS. 
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OF COLUMNISTS EVANS AND NOVAK TO UM QASR IN IRAQ SEVERAL MONTHS 
AGO AND THEIR ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE SOVIET BASE. UNDER IRAQI 
AUSPICES, ALL THEY WERE ABLE TO SEE WERE TWO EREIGHTERS AT ANCHOR 
IN A QUIET BACKWATER AND REPORTED QTE NO SIGN OF HEAVY NAVAL 
STORES, AMMUNITION, SPARE PARTS, GUNS AND OTHER ACCOUTREMENTS 
OE SOVIET NAVAL BASE UNQTE. WESTERN JOURNALISTS LOOKING EOR 
SOVIET BASES AND INVITED TO BERBERA UNDER THAT PRETEXT BY GSDR 
ARE LIKELY TO SEE LITTLE MORE THAN EVANS AND NOVAK SAW AT UM QASR. 

4. IN CASE OE SAUDI DELEGATION, HOWEVER, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THEY 
BE EULLY BRIEFED - INCLUDING ALL RELEVANT DETAILS - PRIOR TO 
THEIR DEPARTURE, OTHERWISE CONCLUSIONS THEY ARE LIKELY TO 
DRAW WILL MOST CERTAINLY BE WRONG ONES. SAUDI OBSERVERS MUST 
KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE LOOKING FOR, WHERE TO FIND IT AND 
MUST BE GIVEN EREEDOM OF MOVEMENT BY GSDR TO GO WHERE THEY CHOOSE. 
THEY MUST ALSO BE RELATIVELY SOPHISTICATED AND AGRESSIVE. - 

THEY SHOULD ALSO KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT SOVIET MILITARY AND POLIT- 
ICAL INELUENCE IN SOMALIA AND ON SIAD BEYOND THAT WHICH IS 
ADDUCIBLE EROM PHYSICAL PACTS. 

5. IN SUM, SAG DELEGATION IS GOING TO NEED FULL MILITARY AND 
POLITICAL BRIEFING - A BRIEFING WHICH GIVES BENEPIT OF ALL 
INFORMATION WE HAVE. LACKING THAT AND RESTRICTED IN ANY WAY 
IN THEIR ACCESS TO SOMALI INSTALLATIONS BY GSDR AUTHORITIES, 
CONCLUSIONS SAG DELEGATION DRAWS WILL BE PRAGMENTARY AND 
INCOMPLETE. IP THAT SHOULD HAPPEN, THEN WE MIGHT VERY WELL BE 
LEFT HOLDING BAG. 

6. QUESTION OP SIAD'S ABILITY TO CARRY OUT ACTIONS IMPLIED 
BY JOINT COMMUNIQUE SUBJECT SEPTEL. 

HAMRICK 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH S/S-0:MR. HOGANSON 
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